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Who we are and what we do… 
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• European Drugs Agency
• EU technical agency
• Based in Lisbon, established 1995
• Information hub on drugs
• Provide objective, reliable, timely 

information on drugs
• Cover: use, harms, markets and 

responses
• Work with a network of 29 NFPs
• Main customers: policy makers and 

practitioners



Characteristics and trends in overdose deaths in 
Europe*

Source EDR 2022

*Reference: EMCDDA DRD European protocol. European common definition of overdose (poisoning 
deaths with illicit drug implicated). This is more specific than some national definitions. 



Characteristics and trends in overdose deaths in 
Europe*

Source EMCDDA European Drug Report – June 2022

Last year with available drug-related data, 
EU27, Norway and Turkey, 2022



Proportion of men among overdose deaths in 
Europe in 2020 
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Sources EDR, and FAQ DRD 2022

Overall 79% of males 

But various national situations

Higher proportion of females in some 
countries 

Where information is available, overdoses 
in women involve more often

- prescription drugs
- A suicidal intent

implications for responses



Drug-induced deaths with stimulants involved
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- While most deaths involve opioids
- 473 cocaine-related deaths in 2020 (13.5 %) – (estimates based 

on 20 countries who reported post mortem toxicology findings)
- Likely underestimated

- Background 
- high and increasing availability of cocaine across Europe
- crack cocaine use is spreading among vulnerable populations

Sources Trendspotter reports and EDR 2022



Acute drug-toxicity presentations at
hospital emergency services
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Source: EMCDDA and Euro-DEN network.

Source: Euro-DEN Plus network

- A network of hospital emergency
services to monitor acute drug-
toxicity presentations

- 35 reporting hospitals in 26 
countries in 2021 

- Dublin and Drogheda are among
the 16 initial hospitals (starting in 
2013)

Lead Euro-DEN researchers: Dr Adrian Moughty for Dublin and Dr Niall O'Connor for Drogheda, and Ciara Daly; Alan Blake; Stuart 
O’Flanagan; Carla Hopper; Andy Neil; Ryan Boyd Moffatt; Aaron Donnelly (Dublin) and Gerard Markey; Sarah Jane Yeung, Radhika 
Sopirala, Thomas MacMahon (Drogheda)



Acute drug-related toxicity presentations at Drogheda and 
Dublin hospital emergency services, by selected drugs, 
Euro-DEN Plus, 2014-2021 
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Insights from syringe residues monitoring
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1st Syringe Analysis Pilot Project 
conducted in September 2021. 
155 used syringes from 3 services



Conclusions
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- Risk behaviours, substance use and harms 
are becoming more complex and are no 
longer limited to opioids.

- We now need to integrate interventions into 
a more pragmatic and holistic approach

- Complete, triangulated and timely data is
needed to inform policy making

- Evidence-based treatment and harm
reduction measures exist and they need to 
be scaled up and their impact monitored. 

- Time to act!

EMCDDA Resources on responses: https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2021/new-emcdda-miniguide-
responding-opioid-related-deaths-highlights-approaches-and-evidence-can-help-save-lives_en

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2021/new-emcdda-miniguide-responding-opioid-related-deaths-highlights-approaches-and-evidence-can-help-save-lives_en


emcdda.europa.eu

  twitter.com/emcdda

facebook.com/emcdda

flickr.com/photos/emcdda

youtube.com/emcddatube

#EuropeanDrugReport2022
#HealthierEurope #MoreSecureEurope
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Presentation Notes
Thank you!Any questions…Staff, please note that we are using a new hashtag this year: #EuropeanDrugReport2022


	Time to Remember. Time to Act�IOAD 2022�EMCDDA insights on drug-related deaths in Europe
	Who we are and what we do… 
	Characteristics and trends in overdose deaths in Europe*�
	Characteristics and trends in overdose deaths in Europe*
	Proportion of men among overdose deaths in Europe in 2020 
	Drug-induced deaths with stimulants involved 
	Acute drug-toxicity presentations at hospital emergency services
	Acute drug-related toxicity presentations at Drogheda and Dublin hospital emergency services, by selected drugs, �Euro-DEN Plus, 2014-2021 
	Insights from syringe residues monitoring
	Conclusions
	Slide Number 11

